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January 30, 2012

The Honourable Raynell Andreychuk
The Senate of Canada
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A4

Dear Senator,

Justice Barry Stuart spent 25 years as a judge in Yukon, Earlier this month he told the CBC
news program, the Current, that while Bill C-10 was likely well-intended, rhose supporting it
must have the courage to see and hear those people saying that the Bill is not the way fo go.
Unfortunately the courage Judge Stuart speaks of was absent during the debate in the House of
Commons where supporters of this Bill refused to listen to any criticism of or suggestions for,
despite the fact the short-comings of this legislation are both well researched and well founded.
Canadians can only hope that this courage is found on the floor of the Senate when debate opens.
This would truly show the value of the second chamber, in the way Sir John A. Macdonald
envisioned.

Despite its title, Bill C-10 will not create safer communities or streets. Overall, the Bill is
intended to increase the amount of time an individual would spend in jail or youth custody, as a
way of preventing crime. It will do this primarily through the restrictions on conditional
sentences and through a number of new mandatory minimum sentences. This is known as the
punitive approach and has been widely used — and subsequently rejected in both the United
States and Great Britain over the last 35 years or s0. In both these jurisdictions the use of a
punitive approach drove up the cost of incarceration at the expense of preventative programs
{such as drug rehabilitation, and reintegration programs) with little or no real decrease in crime.
There is no reason to think the Canadian experience will be any diflerent.

Felix Collins, Justice Minister of Newfoundland and Labrador, whose Conservative provincial
government has come out in opposition of Bill C-10, said recently he has never seen a study that
favours more prison time as a way to cut rates of re-offending and improve public safety (Globe
and Mail, on November 3, 2011).

Nobody knows this better than our neighbours to the south. During the last 35 years or s0, when
the United States whole-heartedly adopted a punitive approach to crime, US incarceration rates
increased 600% to the point that now 25% percent of the world's prisoners, are in the United
States. The cost of incarceration increased more than 300% and for all the money spent, there
has been lirtfe or no reduction in crime. Crime rates did decrease slightly (20-30%6) in the US
over 30 yvears but so did rates in Canada, indicating that even this modest reduction was the result
of other factors and had nothing to do with increased incarceration,
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